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Development of the Division/Group in 2011 
The ESPD is a young division of the EPS. The EPS Council confirmed the decision to set 
it up on 28 March 2009, and the ESPD statutes and bylaws were approved by the EPS on 
20 March 2010. Also, the EPS Council approved the collaboration with EAS, which has 
been described in an agreement for a Joint Solar Physics Group of EAS and EPS. 

During 2011, the ESPD committees worked according to the Board guidance, with the 
main emphasis put on the organisation of the tri-annual European Solar Physics 
Meeting in Rhodes, Greece from 11 to 16 September 2011, and the next Board 
elections at the meeting. The newly elected Board has so far concentrated on the 
production of the Topical Issue “Advanced of European Solar Physics” of the Solar 
Physics journal, with Nakariakov, Georgoulis and Poedts acting as Guest Editors.

List of Board members
Valery Nakariakov (President, UK); Manolis Georgoulis (Vice President, GR); Ineke de 
Moortel (Secretary, UK); Gianna Cauzzi (IT); Laurent Gizon (DE); Lucie Green (UK); 
Victor Melnikov (RU); Hana Meszarosova (CZ); Hardi Peter (DE); Hector Socas Navarro 
(ES); Tom Van Doorselaere (B); Astrid Veronig (AT).
Past President and Secretary: Stefaan Poedts (B) and Lyndsay Fletcher (UK).
Co-opted: Manuel Collados (EAST, ES); Norma Crosby (SWWT; B); Silja Pohjolainen 
(CESRA; FI).
9 male, 8 female

Board Meetings
The Board had two telecons in March and May, and a business lunch in September at 
the European Solar Physics Meeting in Greece.

Prizes
The Prize for the best student’s poster at ESPM was won by Urs Ganse (Würzburg, 
GE).

Conferences and their statistics

The European Solar Physics Meeting in Greece, 12-16 September 2011, attracted
213 participants, from 33 different countries. 66 participants, especially younger 
researchers, received financial support, either full or partial. We are glad to 
acknowledge the financial support of EPS.

Also, members of the ESPD attended the BAPP sessions of the 38th Conference on 
Plasma Physics in Strasbourg, France; and organised and took part in the 
BUKS workshop “MHD waves and Seismology of Solar Atmosphere”, in 
Palma, Spain; the European Week of Astronomy and Space Science in St 
Petersburg, Russia; the International Workshop “The Sun: from quiet to 
active”, Moscow, Russia; the STEREO-4/SDO-2/SOHO-25: Sun-360 



conference in Kiel, Germany; the RHESSI-11 workshop in Glasgow, UK; the 
“Advanced Magnetohydrodynamics” workshop in Leiden, the Netherlands; 
the international workshop “Remote Sensing of the Inner Heliosphere”, in 
Aberystwyth, UK; the 5th Coronal Loops Workshop, in Palma de Mallorca, 
Spain; and the 8th European Space Weather Week, in Namur, Belgium, and a 
number of national scientific meetings and workshops. Also, the ESPD board 
gave positive advice on the School and Conference on Analytical and 
Computational Astrophysics, at Abdus Salam ICTP, Trieste, Italy, 14-27 
November 2011, co-sponsored by EPS.

Cooperation with other EPS Divisions/Groups

We are working on establishing contacts with the Plasma Physics division and would 
like to organise a joint meeting every three years.

Publication of conference presentations
In 2011 we arranged and set up a Topical Issue of the Solar Physics journal (the 
impact factor of 3.38) on “Advances of European Solar Physics” with the submission 
deadline on November 15. About 60 papers, presenting recent original research results
in the field, have been submitted and are under peer review.

An article “Euro-solar-physicsnews” written by Prof S Poedts the past President of 
ESPD, was published in EPN 42/6.

Gender 

At present, there are 8 women in the ESPD board (two more than last year), reaching 
47%. At ESPM, the gender representation was 66% male and 34% female.

Co-operations with China, Japan, Korea, South-America (any other)

We had further contacts in 2011 with the Japanese Astronomical Society.  Prof V. 
Nakariakov (as Vise-President), continued email exchange with Prof K. Shibata, who 
is vice president of the Japanese Astronomical Society and a solar physicist. There is a
clear mutual interest in joint activities, such as joint summer schools, possibly a joint 
ESPD-Asian solar physics meeting and joint topical scientific workshops. We 
continue to investigate the means for funding these activities. Also, the Japanese side 
explores the possibility to get funding from the Japanese Society for the Promotion of 
Science (JSPS). Further discussion will take place in February during Nakariakov’s 
visit of Shibata in Kyoto as part of his JSPS Invitation Fellowship.

Interest in similar joint activities was expressed by Korean colleagues, and we 
continue investigating the possibilities via Prof S. Solanki.

Special activities in 2011

None that have not been reported elsewhere.



Suggestions and recommendations

The Board needs to continue the search for funding of the ESPD activities.

Any special communication

None

Work plan for 2012
- The new ESPD de facto restructures the European solar physics and space 
environment research community. It ‘joins' forces of JOSO, CESRA, EAST, and the 
SWWT (ESA), and provides a coherent umbrella structure for the complementary 
activities of these organisations. 
- The ESPD also wants to facilitate the coordination of collaborative projects that will 
be further organised by JOSO, CESRA, EAST and the SWWT. The ESPD will try to 
provide extra organisational and financial support (e.g. via a new EU FP7 proposal). 
- ESPD committees will support the integration of the respective conference, 
workshop and school programmes in a coherent global ESPD programme.   
- We shall start the preparation for the next tri-annual European Solar Physics 
Meeting in 2014, and solicit proposals for the next ESPM.
- We will continue the activities aiming to set-up joint meetings with EAS (and/or) 
EGU and with the EPS Plasma Physics division on a regular basis. 
- We should create the online ESPD membership directory.
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